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BEEN BORN

TO YOU;
/ HE IS THE
/ MESSIAH,
‘THE 1ORD.

- Luke 2:11 -

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service



Ascension Lutheran Church

Tonight’s Theme: Service of Lessons & Carols

Welcome

God’s grace welcomes you, and so do we—the pastor and members of Ascension. Jesus Christ
is the only Savior of all people. By his perfect life, innocent death, and triumphant resurrection
Jesus won forgiveness for all. God teaches these truths in the Bible—God’s complete plan for
your salvation and his guidebook for your life. Ascension greets you with a warm welcome. We
look forward to seeing you again soon!

For Your Convenience
Restrooms are located near the entrance of the building. If your child becomes restless, that’s
okay! There is a speaker equipped children’s area also near the entrance.

Worship at Ascension

The order of service is printed in this worship folder. Many of the elements in this service have
ancient roots in the Christian church. Ascension values your participation in the service.
Congregational responses are printed in bold and marked with a “C:”. In this service, parts
marked with an “S” will be read by the Sunday school students.

History of the Service of Lessons & Carols

Tonight’s worship is an adaptation of “The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols” first
introduced at King’s College in Cambridge, England, on Christmas Eve of 1918. While the
lessons are the backbone of the worship service, the carols stir our hearts and souls. Musicians
have changed the carols and introduced new ones over the years. In our version of this well-
loved worship service, the Word takes center stage. We contemplate the ancient Old Testament
promises and their subsequent fulfillment in the Gospels. In their totality, they convey a stirring
and exciting message, the same one the angels announced to the shepherds in Bethlehem:
Today, in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.

Serving in Worship

Pastor John Boeder

Pianist: Bethel Boeder

Cantor: Hans Boeder

Readers: Nick Greuel, Jeff Greuel, Lucy Greuel, Eliza Newton, Hans Boeder

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708870.
Scripture is taken from the Holy Bible New International Version (NIV). Copyright © 2011 by International Bible Society.
Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved.
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Opening Carol Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful
CW #55 (Verses 1-3)
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Stand

Exhortation

P:

Dear people of God, in this Christmas season, it is our duty and delight to hear again the
message of the angels and, in heart and mind, to go to Bethlehem and see this thing which
has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us—the Christ Child lying in a
manger.

Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the
first days after our fall into sin to the glorious redemption brought to us by this holy child.

But first, let us pray for people all over the world who would delight with us to know the
good news of Jesus Christ and who would join with us in singing his praises. Let us pray
for the people of Escondido and for all those in our own congregation.

And, because this would please our Lord, let us remember in his name the poor and
helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who are sad, the lonely
and the unloved, and the elderly and the little children. We especially remember all those
who do not know the Lord Jesus, those who do not love him, and those who by sin have
grieved his heart of love.

Finally, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us in heaven, who live in
greater light than we, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the
Word made flesh, who died in faith, and who live before the throne of God and praise him
each day in his temple. We confess that we are united with them as we are united with one
another.

To sum up all these petitions, let us pray as Christ himself taught us.

Lord’s Prayer

C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Be seated



First Lesson Genesis 3:8-15

¥ Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lorp God as he was walking in the garden
in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LorD God among the trees of the garden. *But
the LorD God called to the man, “Where are you?”

""He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.”

'""And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I
commanded you not to eat from?”

"2 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and
lateit.”

" Then the LorD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
'S0 the LorD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,

“Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you
will eat dust all the days of your life. '> And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”



Carol Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising
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Second Lesson Genesis 22:15-18

'>The angel of the LorD called to Abraham from heaven a second time '°and said, “I swear by
myself, declares the LorD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son,
your only son, '’ T will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in
the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of
their enemies, '®and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you
have obeyed me.”



Carol

O Little Town of Bethlehem
CW #65 (Verses 1-3)
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Third Lesson Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

>The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep
darkness a light has dawned. ®For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. ’ Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be
no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LorD Almighty
will accomplish this.



Carol Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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Fourth Lesson Isaiah 11:1-9

"A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. *The
Spirit of the LORD will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of
counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lorp— *and he will delight in
the fear of the LORD.

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; *but
with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the
earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay
the wicked. > Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

%The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion
and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. ’ The cow will feed with the bear,
their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. ® The infant will play
near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. ° They will
neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.



Joy to the World
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Fifth Lesson Luke 2:1-7

S:  In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire
Roman world.

C: This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.
And everyone went to their own town to register.

C: So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of
David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to
him and was expecting a child.

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born,

C: And she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and
placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.



Carol Away in a Manger
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Sixth Lesson Luke 2:8-20

S:  And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks
at night.

C: An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified.

S:  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will
be for all the people.

C: Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord.

S:  This will be a sign to you:
C: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

S:  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying,

C: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,

C: “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told
us about.”

S:  So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the
manger.

C: When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them
about this child,

and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.
C: But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and
seen, which were just as they had been told.



Carol Angels We Have Heard on High
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Seventh Lesson John 1:1-14

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. >He was
with God in the beginning. * Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made. *In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. >The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

®There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 'He came as a witness to
testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. ® He himself was not the
light; he came only as a witness to the light.

’ The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. '°He was in the world,
and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. '' He came to
that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. '* Yet to all who did receive him, to
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— " children born
not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

'“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory
of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
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Where Shepherds Lately Knelt
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Sermonette

Offering & Connect

Guests, there is no obligation or expectation that you should give to support E
our ministry at Ascension. This is our members’ way of expressing their |
thanks to God and supporting the work that we do to share the gospel.

We would really appreciate it if you let us know that you are here. Please fill
out the yellow “Connect Card” you see on the back of the seat in front of you.
Either put it in the offering plate or hand it to the pastor.

Candle Lighting

Prayer

Blessing

P:  The Almighty and merciful God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

C:  Glory to God in the highest! Amen!



Closing Carol

Silent Night! Holy Night
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